OPEN   COMBAT

'These gentlemen/ he replied, 'will be very
interested to hear your arguments, and mine.*

After all, it was not a bad idea to speak in front of
witnesses. But the precariousness of my position was
clear to me; these men were won to Hitler in advance.

Adolf invited me to speak.

'This is the question that I propose to put to you,,
Herr Hitler. Are you convinced, as I am, that our
revolution must be a total one in the political,
economic and social spheres? Do you envisage a
revolution which opposes Marxism as energetically as
capitalism? Do you consequently admit that our
propaganda should attack both equally in order to
obtain German socialism?"

Then I laid before him the points of the Strasser
programme, as it had been drawn up at Hanover, and
our ideas on the nationalization of industry.

'It's Marxism!' cried Hitler. 'In fact it's Bolshevism!
Democracy has laid the world in ruins, and never-
theless you want to extend it to the economic sphere.
It would be the end of German economy. You would
wipe out all human progress, which has only been
achieved by the individual efforts of great scholars and
great inventors/

'I don't believe in the progress of humanity, Herr
Hitler. Men have not changed in the last thousand
years. Their physique may have altered, and their
conditions of life, but nothing more. Do you think
that Goethe would have been happier if he had been
able to ride in a motor car or Napoleon if he had been
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